
THE WASHINGTON HERALD TUESDAY OCTOBER 30 1000

t

9
I7T a

1

Till COUNTERSTROKE
BY

AMBROSE PRATT
AUTHOR DAUNT

I

r
OF VIGOROUS BILLIONAIRE

CHAPTER XV Continued

Hew COUld 1 know she cried I
uve suspected so for a great white and

met I asked grandfather but he beat
rnt cruelly for asking him the questio-
paj I have never dared ask anybody dee

Do you mean to say asked Cressin-
fhm feeling somehow his flesh begin to
reep do you mean to say you dont

know yuurself
Desire iipt trembled pitifully Please

dont speak to m Ukx that I cant help
it my lord There has never been any-
body to tell lit things

What not your mother
She here or almoet never and

A have always been too ashamed to speak
to her It seenwd 90 foolish If I

lre sed like a boy I must W a boy
iiustn1 I-

Cresstngham felt a burning Indignation
ovtr him ugainat the monstrous

rea tures who hud parented tfcta sweet
softhearted child lie had hated them
tl t ef vre with the exception perhap
jf marline but he now regarded them
with feelings of utter loathing and abom-
ination Before had seemed devil
islily Inhuman now they appeared to h ni
entirety rkmlah Me intently notched the

irl who had for a moment forgotten hit
presence in a sudden deep rapt contem-
plation

My poor Desire he said still
JouhiT

She nodded him
Go he said fo quietly your

mother tell her that you know
will make yoa imetomajrt

But If I am realty a boy she cried
suddenly and the man revered nr-

i r the chaste sad delicate thought that
prompted her words

Come here Deatre he saW softly
The girl went shyly toward him ami

fate dyed slowly when she met his
vfs He put his hands upon her shaui

i rs and slowly bent his fate to
Sht started bock her che ka aflame
What would you do she gasped

This he answered and with reverent
L milties he kissed her softly on the
lior little gtri ne muttered wg-

TO trearttery to vPrnncfne In his act It
was HS t mutch fee had caressed a child

H s every guud man la at any childs dte

Slit gave a low quick sign then aa he
relt ued her hid her fane In her

011 I feel no rtntnfcalwo tonal o mis
ruble she passed

I liP n It you are a girl D
Eire hA mid gently

I think 1 am she mutiered if I
m I shall never forgive them fsr tint
IIIiK mt ntfver never
They ha e treated you vilely saM

Crpsslngham they te M rv
arris nothing bat hatred and avarajnn-

If 1 am reftiiy a glrX 1 shall dp whatyou an what ani I snyfiiar-
Sponk on Desire for what you say s-

ght You will do what 1 hive asfeed

I I I cannot telL You would be
Kind to me my lord

Always dear you shall be my
Lister

And never pek to toe Hka yu did a
ittle whUe afo

Never few I Utouffht you a toy
TJin

Then I Shah g sw to my nsxlaec
for I should be ante i Jeer

Go then dear nt ateswn-
pany rag to the oftwarn T aafl tm my
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Desire

Yes d mr
Do ppople otten kiss each otbar in

England
Friend do and rafatlvas or sweet

hearts rtwr wHyfl-
iocau f havAfiver MeOHKfiwd he

tore f

You pont little girl said Ounghigham-
He wumtomd through tn mid awl

inuy of the tunnel deep In
thought and In his fancy working not
ijluns for the future If reatHved that if

e ever escaped he would really prove a
trother to Deefre-
SMin he reached the cavern where for

i while he forgot everything in making
i hearty meal That nntshwd he fastened
jf f end of Ute ball of twine la a pillar
nd lamp In hand strolk down the pn
5e hy which he had entered the ravrrn

nil he reacited the cro iqul There arjed be turned Into the brooder path
nd commenced the ascent of a sktpintc
nd exceedingly damp and dismal star-s h wn out of the mountains solid

iiatrix He was often puzzled by croee-
uys cavern chambers and the branch

igs of the path but at such times he
losely examined the floor and always
hose the toM which seemed most trod

ucn
He judged he had traversed 500 yards

j tep and sloping paasage when he
ame at last to a level cutting from

which three separate roads divided lien
had but ttttfe difficulty the ground

was dry and worn only in one direction
He now proceeded wfth the utmost cau
rion for his cord was near expended and
as guessed that he must be
onflnes of the castle He opened the
interns slide and prepared at an In
tants notice to douse the gUm
The cord out entirely at the tend

fifty feet but the path aa far aa he
ould ae showed no sign of branch
ng 80 be tied the cord to a stone and
aid it on the ground Another fifty feet
howed him a blank wall through which
here Issued a taint medley of sounds
Blowing out the lamp be was surprised

o find the darkma tom dense than he had
xpected fot at the height of a s-

houlders from the ground two tiny eye
Poles appeared in the wall through which
hone a subdued glow something like the
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light of a oreay He
ryeholes and peering through discov

that be stood behind the wall nf a
arse okifashioned chamber very near
hv ceiling the floor of wbteh was quite
ixteen fret beneath his feet He looked
ut immediately upon a brassrailed star
ow gallery that ran all round the apart-

ment whose outer walla were hidden
ilnci huge oak bookshelves which con
sained many thousands of volumes The
railing of this gallery wes hung with cur-
tains through one narrow slit of which

ressinghara could catch a glimpse of the
opposite side of the gallery a patch of
richlycarpeted floor and one corner of a
table far below The hunt of voice
reached him but dim and undtetinguish-
uble

Very cautiously be felt with hi fingers
over and about the eyeholes for some
pring or latch which might enable him to
nd a door Ills search was soon reward
il Ills Sneers encountered a small cir
ular disc cf metal which yielded to

and with noiseless ease a per
ioii of the bookcase optned inward on the
iiincL Instantly the voices grew louder
ml he became aware that an excited dte-
ut ition was ianrogres in the chamber
Tin tunnel door waa small and narrow-
ut pricked on by eager curieatty he j

raw led through and lying at full length
iii stomach upon the HOOT of the gallery
e looked down into roost

nimsclf perfectly concealed by the cur
tars Three persona were seated before
j table littered with flasks flagons

i ho Count d Altai the man whom he had
ri known is Prince Carlos and another

whom he had no difficulty in guessing was
ihr Turh Yusscl el Jbaon the father of
DesIre and Mme Kathertos first lover

At the bight Cresaingbam was thrilled
ith fling of deep exultation that

indi hir atch his dreath He uioru of
i the wvid bad by a rtroke of fate at

kuccoeded in wttnesaiag the council

approached these
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of the three infernal heads of nihilism
Surely be thought ts himself Prftvl

has not allowed such happening
without purpose Surely God will not de-

sert me
Tbenrsi words that raise to him were

uttered n the French by the Turk
a narrowfaced man deepset eyes
and nom poke of stveagth of mind
and penetration but whose and
facile masklike vfcage denoted craftiness
and abnormal powers of dissimulation and
deceit

My muter be observed quietly is
dissatisfied your highness and I must
say I personally share in some way his
opinion Enormous sums of his money
have during the three peat years found
thetr way here-

Of which you have had your share
cried the count Interrupting angrily

Quite so but the bulk has always been
fa trusted to your charge and for a cer-
tain purpose which has not yet been ful-
filled and which will need to be brought
about very soon If not too late to work
my master any mod To speak frankly
if the Czar or toe Kaiser or even the
Queen of England had been removed dur
in the Armenian disturbance we should
have had a true hand to do what we
pleased without fearing the interference
of any cursed foreign meddlero As it
wa he shrugged his shoulders

The Count dAtula drummed with
fingers on table What you say is
quite true my friend but we did our best
w did our best Not a copper I re-
tained In my own interests all and snore

beep spent In the cause But after
all I cannot control fate Many attempts
have failed through the watchfulness of
the police sore through the cursed cun-
ning of that mysteroui forcat Perlgord
Would that I had the fiend in my hands
But what could be done wag done Faure
only narrowly escaped the dynamite
bomb Wilhelm saved his life through
an attack of cold which prevented hint
from going to the stag hunt at Hawnn-
wh re all was prepared for his removal
The I aovsurrounded that open at
lath t hopeless Ttvlce tny must
trusted agents hieluding my own daugh-
ter kne their utm t t to roaeh him by
ptifeam anti each time his life hAs been
stuilcHd from by a miracle It is mu
only you my dear Yuasef who dl
Mtttatlrd I myself am bitterly chagrined
Why since Carnofn we have ac-
cnmpllahed nothing except the ambassa
dvr Uivalovakl ah huh Ms death
helped your mmrter If I mlsUHe nut
and HligyUvth trf Austria AnsI is
nut my mly worry aonstantly ha
miood with applications prayers and all
manner of thinveiled threats Our own
people become each day more dlsoon
tented The fools grow Impatient and re-
sentful Each lodge has a dtCerent re-
quirement France wtenc anarchy ro
rtornt Italy a republic Russia sighs for

tmpncsibly speedy reform of the con
stilettos on BngMah standards Austria
demands the Emperors dottlk only Get
many and England give me any peace
But all with no exception urn tor a vic
tim well viettm they sisaL Nave They
require a sacrtfle la order u keep then
quiet end put thesis in a better humor
Money comes in very stiagtly however
and to move we require a great sum 1

must confess that my store te almost de-
pleted Gods to think that In my old a e
I see beggary stare me in the Gate

The Turk smiled scrdonlcftil Money
can be had your excellency money and
to spare but the Sultan re tdrera g ar-
a tee
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bloody guarantee but someCMng OMSK
be paid ns

1 have aly five itxuisand with we
Twill sumce so that It be gokt

It is My servants have orders t
toeing the pared hers by mMhws itlass
of course my share

Here Prince CarIes an What
of ray sharer he demanded

1 shan pay you here saM the count
Understand said Jib anieily

then must be no mistake this time
My master wishes a gnaranteevfreJl and
good but the death of a Una no petty
princeling mind

I shnH satisfy him and wardAfterward I shall bring you myself
hundred thousand ounces of Rim

stan Sold the remainder be will not
t ui with until you have carried out
your promise and England publicly
embroiled with Russia for only then
may the Sultan be at liberty to entirely
crush these rich Armenian dogs to whom
he looks to reimburse hint for the vast
sums be has so far fruitlessly expended

My plans are already almost ripe
replied the count with a grim laugh it
Is more easy to embroil nations than to
kill kings One of my servants corn

a Russian war ship now on its
way to Chinese waters has among
His officers brother amongst Ida
sailors seventeen On receipt of my
message he is prepared to rust amuck
in tbe English fleet and talcing them by
surprise he should sink three ships at
least before be is himself destroyed Do
you not imagine that suck a course
might embroil England with Russia tak-
ing into consideration the bitter rivalry
that now exists betweer them with

to Eastern boundaries
He spoke with such calm and brutal

cynicism that Cressinghara felt a cold
shudder run through all his veins

The Turk nodded and smiled his ap-
proval It fat a good plan your ex-
cellency and should precipitate war f
the English admiral sow
Chinese waters has I believe
tionary powers and he Would undwitK

retaliate and small the remainder of
the Russfin fleet before awaiting ordwf
from his government Ya your Ugli-
ness it s a good plan and maav-
terfully conceived

down

one

I

man
H

one

j

I

ia

He 111 kaueese1uat et-A

woke

re-

gard

tere
edt

1

¬

The count allowed tits face to assume
an expression of gratified vanity For
the rest be said watch the papers toe
your guarantee Let me see this is July
2ft I saM five days just now but give
me nine so a to allow for all eon
tingendett By the twentyninth at

Humbert of Italy will have departed-
on a journey to the Lake of Tartar
Gentlemen charge glasses it i
only fitting that we should drink his
health and wieh him boa voyage

The three immediately fllted their
glasses from the before them and
got slowly to feet the count say-
ing hi a thin piping voice as he arose
Note the my brothers is it not

meetly designed for our gentle toael-
Lacbrymae ChrlstT Tears of Christ I
thought it bettef than champaign and
more appropriate Ha 1m ha

The others echoed his frightful laugh-
ter the 51 1m Jest moving the prince al-
most to tears They clinked glasses awl
repeated ode after another tits formula

To Humbert To Death A pfotawit
journey They drained their tumblers-
to the dregs and resumed their eau

Suddenly the prince cleared his throat
and spoke his voice nervous and quaver-
ing It is time I think my brothers
that a little of your attention should be
divotqd to my requirements My nephew
Urea on in spite of your repeated

that he should be removed I
dwell in daily terror that a male heir
will be born to him

The Count dAttaH interrupted am-
grlly You have already had last
word on this score prince and Kath
aria has my oath QjMiy acknowledge
your wife procure your nephews rati
fication of toe marriage end the week
afterward you shall stand in your
nephews shoes

The prince shook like a leaf wjh pas-
sion How is tat possible wMle Pcri

lives lie demanded He has A-
lready damned her reputation do you

lat-
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wish to flaunt a murderess as my
wife b f re the courts of Europe I tell
you I shall see you

Softly prince softly said tho count
quietly but with a frown of menace

Bali cried ths prince making a vio-

lent effort at selfcontrol but falling Ia

me tell you I am net quite the fool or
dupe you think me Twlee has my life
been attempted I have been saved each
time by Perigord True it was agreed
between us that such a comedy should be
played out in order that I might bat-
ter gain his confidence But each time
the farce turned almost into tragedy nor
was I amply warned beforehand of what
I mifht expect At one tlmo It might
it might I say have suited you to kill
me Do you beer me sir

Ay and heod replied count You
are mad prince to bring against tne such
an accusation Mad mad What could I

by your death or ever have
Repose ef mind snapped the prince

his eyes staring like two lambent coals
of fire bis face livid with e

Ah bali replied the count with a
shrug and a smile 4acn marvelously ex-
pressive of contempt if I had ever
doubted you you would be now rotting
m the grave It I could bring myself
to doubt you now you would not leave
this room alive

You refuse to ski me then
You know my terms your highness

I never change my mind once It is made
On this matter I am flrmly resolved I
would be a bad father If I assisted
daughters husband to neglect my daub

Interests Ha ha ha What say
you Yussef

The TurH regarded for a moment the
prince whose flaming temper had beta
reduced to smoldering ashes by the
Count dAttalas covert threat He
siHllMi and answered satirically Y0 r
highness teat always been a under par-
ent and the two men laughed together-
as at some brilliant bon mot

They were still laughing when a loud
knock sounded on the door and in an-
swer to the counts Invitation there en
tered the room four negroes carrying
between them two sinai but apparently
very weighty carpet bags which they
laid upon the table then instantly retired
The Count dAttala with some dlftlcuhy
emptied their contents on the board and
Cresaingham watched him arrange In
heaps of twenty and count out wIth all
the and avarice of a miser the sum
of four thousand pounds amidst a all

coins When tine was done be pushed
fifty of those glittering heAps over to the
prince who took and placed thorn in hit
pockets until all were fun to bulging
and then arose

1 am at liberty to go he asked
Why certainly dear prince our eon

is intoned you are weary per
haps vhs vote run of-

neyed sweUi s Be seemed to have
cotuj ely banished born hit mind tIN
late dispute

Yes 1 am tired Goodnightl said the
prhios curtly

Sleep wen my aroU er By tho way
you set out tomorrow r-

I do
Tre Turk alms arose I too am weary

he said If you wilt allow ma 1 shall
steep hers tooight

My dear YtMtef you confer an honor
upon me which makes me desolate hi Usa
1 can not property repay your comic
ftcenston Everything I Raft I yours
You know the house choose what chap i
bet best pleases you lio there without
Caesar

Two smartlooking negroes their
appearance with the celerity of magic in j

answer to these eminent names
Attend upon his bl eiw tlc pasha

said the count Goodnight Yaaaof
sweet dreams

Goodnight to you dear Siren
deeply dream not and may you Waits
each morn a deoa k youngter Smtofand hewing the Tutu hacked ow of the
room aLl left the ooum alone
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IlittiiiK n WonmnS VII
Last UM IC4 Tork Sao

the of the morning Bcnrtcc in 4
Seventyninth street church thoaf jnem
hers of the congragatlon who lingered to
exchange friendly greetings went treats
bi a nice exhibition of masculine peu eaco
They saw a man tie a womans veil it
was n sight worth waiting for It took
Win J t eight minutes by the clock to

hnrt and while site bent aad ducked Iw i

balanced him etr on Ma tiptoes and tilted
backward sad forward and aidewajBi in-

Ms HTort to adjust the veil becomingly
At last after much arduous toil be
H eded la It to bia own and the
womaa satisfaction The be asfced for
the pms to fasten it la jrtace

Merciful goodness ejacvlatad the
woman

What shall I do she walled They
are m my mouth I cant get at then
Youll have to take the veil

in the church the man did notsay much lie took the veil ole bt H
noted by the interested obaorvwrs that
he did not put it on

Vslng Money in u Acrr Way

Victory for Mr Heajwt in PolItics
be as great a triumph as coagvlated
money ever secured H to simply using
money in a new way The fundamental
diffcrtnce between Hearst and UryUn is
that Bryan principle rltoaaso
dated from pelt aryan has no vast army
of hirelings hi hi service Ha maintains
no clique His career it of
Ms personal condition as to wealth Takeaway Mr Hearsts wealth and there
would be nothing loft of Ma career
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By advancing you the money
to pay

the modern uptodate
way pf keeping your credit
good anti relieves you of a
whole lot of unnecessary
worry
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SAME OLD THICKS PREVAIL

Celebration Not Without
DIg Red Apples Lovera Fairy-
Tales Candy and Ghost Stories
Always n Big Time for the Snuill-
Hoy Rlnglnff Door Dell

young Amertca wlH b put
to bed to dream of great red apples

i oaUng In a tub a d Wackrt ed dU
zeus walking tmeo pic K o ly suddenly

the whitest ot specters To
morrow le IlallOTrean-

In every season there is some day wltiftf-
ciWMren celebrate with uodlmliilsiicd far
vor assisted by their elders bat Hal

wofn is distinctly a childrens feast In
which most adults take no part save thai
of warning parent or disgnraiMd onlooker
Every other feast is built on seine evtat
religious patriotic or cowwemoraijve
but the origin or tomorroWs eelebrauotf-
is nuised In tbe profoundest obscurity ecd
uncertainty

authorities claim that it is a sur-
vival of the ancient Roman Sfuarnella
as happy but much less riotous In Its
merriment Others claim It I a sur-
vival of the tenet of Bacchus save that
dour and elder and children have f
placed the rich Falernin and the tpgaed
ancients Another tradition tells ut thai
It to based orj a festival of the early ChrM
dusts in which autumn leaves played a
most Important part Still another story
has it that it is to the Druid the children
of today of their debt of

VHertver It from its a pleasant
day and neither the Druids the Sac

were more keen In their apfrrecU
Lion of it than are oar modern elfs

Saute Old Trioks
The necessities of celebration of today

and those demanded fifty years ago art
the same Apples and apple peel
olanteros and sheets the odor of the
brown molasses taffy and the innocent
but treacherous plus hat lined WILl
bricks are Implements which are inval
sable to our youngsters Then too miwt
the popcorn popper be brought from It
dtwy shelf slid brightened with ribbon
and leaded with treasured corn
wi n the corn is popped and eaten or
tnr wn and lies scattered like a fall of
now the teller f poet stories is sought

to stir the tired hearts and to drive far
tbt coming sandman

GoblIn ladles and gentlemen muse Ay
about on their brooms and the big black
tat of th witch ta the mutt sertara

rtrag ou ly In the spooky parts or purr
tn peace at the ovenhroy of therighteous Just why the black cat is
dmgged froM her corner by the
place on cannot be determl-

nI It must be that they have ever been
known as compankma of bogeys add bob
giibttns and that these bad spirits
add no pleasure to the foam unless their
devoted feline are Invited

ta vain will thf impotent father rage
Aw the few d ys after Halloween against

surfeit of pumpkin pie and so
but the Mdtolanterns must be made

their interiors must be eaten Alterthe unty has been pulled and caiea 4Tssrow 1n th tftnerrd pans to cool BAlI
when the little ones are burying their

rbeetts In the tube or burrowing hiSeer hf pretty prize the more sedatembves gather up the apple peels
Kkpectant swains stand by while shewMrla one round and Mind her hostthen dross it her shoulder to thenoor J hi the letter made they say andafttHtngh it looks as much like R or V asJ It to and the mdy feelsthai be to constant Then does the nappy

4 with apparent unconcern plant hlmsetf
Rear use lady of his heir

Then too there arc nuts to be cracks
and the shells must be scattered so laat
mother will fee in the morning that
everybody enjoyed themselves In ibv
heIght of tbo merriment the aoortoetl
rings The little hostess rushes to wat
come eon belated guest but no ooe
esters as the door is opened There they
are tbobe other merrymakers rushing

the center aad the kuncntevi body

fret In the vestibule
A thooannd novel features sew athtcflto the celebration of HaiHowwen each yer

bm the old old InsUtutlons still remain
and form the basis of them all When

naps a lovtnachc from the taffy nr anillness frost the feasting or a heart-
ache because the apple peels have angored
evil some of the little ones may be glad
but next year they will enter the cayety
with the same

Cnlcilonlans Plan Celebration
There was a meeting of the Caledo-

nian at CosMUos Hall SIxth sad G
streets northwest last cvantov at
arrangements wore perfected for an en-
terts4nment wjilck the society will
ta its members end friends at that hallWetinenlay aihtHaJow n A reel
itecuiiar to the occasion Is premised
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